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Editor’s Note

As we bask in the radiant glow of midsummer and the energy of possibili-
ty, I extend a warm welcome to the 18th edition of our newsletter. July
beckons a time of vitality and exploration, offering us a chance to delve
into new beginnings and embrace the richness of our journey.

In this edition, we celebrate resilience and determination, qualities that
define transformative moments in our lives. Much like the sunlit days of
July evoke growth and optimism, these reflections remind us of our
capacity to evolve and overcome challenges.

At MOMODa FOUNDATION, our commitment to catalyzing positive
change remains unwavering. Through collaborative research initiatives
with our partners, we delve into critical issues spanning climate action,
education, healthcare, environmental sustainability, gender equality,
entrepreneurship, and more. Our aim is to drive impactful change that
enhances the well-being of individuals and communities across our
region. Central to our mission is the steadfast support for human rights,
prioritizing the protection and promotion of the rights of Bangladesh's
citizens.

Empowered by research-driven insights and strategic alliances,
MOMODa FOUNDATION continues to address pressing societal issues.
Whether advancing programs for inclusive education, supporting
economic empowerment, promoting sustainable practices, or ensuring
the human rights of all individuals, we strive to foster a society where
everyone thrives.

As we pause to reflect on our journey and chart the course ahead, let us
seize the opportunities that summer offers for growth and innovation.
Together, let us honor the spirit of progress and work towards a future
defined by inclusivity and shared prosperity.

Warm regards,

Shanzida Faisal
Editor




MOMODa

AT A GLANCE

Dhaka Gaibandha

Kurigram Khulna

MOMODa Office

Employees
37 Research team members
25 Full-Time Surveyors

200 Freelance Surveyors

Total Completed Project Ongoing Project International Project Local Project

—39 9 42 6

Affiliated
funding
organizations
Our activities have impacted
the lives of nearly
Affiliated people across Bangladesh
academic

institutions
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MOMODa FOUNDATION has been working in both

rural and urban Bangladesh since 2011. Along with

seven ongoing projects, it has successfully implemented

several action research projects with renowned
academic and research institutions and funding partners with active collaboration with local public and
non-government organizations. The FOUNDATION aims to build a better world by intervening
comprehensively. To provide an effective platform for foreigners to initiate collaborative research,
market, and investment communication with local public, private, and NGO communities by ensuring
smooth and secured travel arrangements, scheduling business meetings, and supporting legal and
administrative issues in Bangladesh. Major projects that have been done by MOMODa are in the field of
migration, skill development, education, early marriage, violence against women, health & sanitation,
energy, micro-finance and financial inclusion, etc.
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Angola

PN

BRAC, Dhaka, Bangladesh

: ADAB, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Geographical SANEM, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Presence Of our Metakave, Dhaka, Bangladesh

StartUp Dhaka, Dhaka, Bangladesh

World Vision Bangladesh, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Ganna Unnayon Kendra (GUK), Gaibandha, Bangladesh

Sarah Institute of E-Generation, Gaibandha, Bangladesh

BRAC James P Grant School of Public Health, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Gaibandha Rural Development Foundation, Gaibandha, Bangladesh

New York University, USA

Kopernik, New York, USA

The World Bank, Washington, D.C, USA

Harvard University, Massachusetts, USA

Women's World Banking, New York, USA

University of Maryland, College Park, USA

Florida International University, Florida, USA

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Washington,USA
Massachusetts Institute of Technology: MIT, Cambridge, MA USA
Stanford University, Stanford, California, United State
Georgetown University, Washington, D.C., United State

University of Oxford, UK

IGC, Houghton Street, UK

Southampton University, UK

University of Kent, Canterbury, UK

Queen’s University of Belfast, Belfast, Northern Ireland, UK
Imperial College London, London, England

Girls Not Brides, Lonoon, UK

Sopia University, Japan

\ IDE-JERTO, Chiba, Japan
. The University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan

VisionSpring, Dhaka, Bangladesh
. Brac University, Dhaka, Bangladesh

Partners

National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies, Tokyo, Japan
Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan

IFMR-LEAD, India
IIT Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh, India
L V Prasad Eye Institute, Hyderabad, India

National University, Singapore
Singapore Management University, Singapore

Grand Challenges Canada, Toronto, Canada

Asian Development Bank, Mandaluyong, Philippines

ICIMOD, Kathmandu, Nepal
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Delaying Early Pregnancy among Adolescents in Gaibandha District,
Bangladesh

MOMODa FOUNDATION, in collaboration with IDE JETRO and FIU, is actively addressing the critical issue of
early marriage and adolescent pregnancy in Gaibandha District. With alarming statistics showing that about
70% of girls marry early and 64% become pregnant before 18, the foundation has launched a comprehensive
intervention. This includes monthly sessions and the establishment of 60 Kishori Clubs across Gaibandha Sadar
Upazila and Saghata Upazila, focusing on sexual and reproductive health education.

Beginning in February 2024, the monthly sessions have covered vital topics such as puberty and its changes,
consequences of child marriage, family planning education, and safe motherhood practices. These sessions not
only educate but also empower adolescent girls with the necessary information and resources. The initiative has
seen a high engagement rate, with an average attendance of 90.75% among the 600 girls involved. Furthermore,
participants have shown a strong grasp of the material, achieving an average score of 8.64 out of 10 in post-ses-
sion evaluations. As the program continues, MOMODa FOUNDATION remains dedicated to reducing adolescent
pregnancy rates and ensuring better health outcomes for young girls in the community.

Sample Size: 1200

Type of Research: RCT

Stage of Research: Intervention part is
ongoing

Partners: Institute of Developing
Economies, Japan External Trade
Organization

(IDE-JETRO)

Principal Investigators:
Dr. Abu Shonchoy

Associate Professor, Florida International University

Dr. Momoe Makino
Deputy Director, Economic Modelling Studies Group,
Development Studies Center, IDE-JETRO

Financing Virtual Migration: Incubation and Income Sharing in North
Bangladesh

MOMODa FOUNDATION, in partnership with the University of Oxford, has launched a new program to
promote online freelancing in rural Gaibandha District. This initiative aims to equip young people in rural areas
with the skills needed for remote employment, fostering connectivity with the global market. Through 8 waves
of training, involving 254 participants across two batches per wave, the program seeks to alleviate rural poverty
and unemployment by creating additional income sources and job opportunities.

To assess the impact of the initiative, MOMODa Foundation has begun conducting an Endline Survey and Real
Task Assessment, engaging 93.75% of participants from the first wave. This survey gathers feedback on economic
empowerment, skill development, and social mobility, crucial for shaping future strategies and ensuring the
program's continued success in empowering freelancers in the region.
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Sample Size: 392

Type of Research: RCT

Stage of Research: 2nd waves’ Endline
survey will be conducted soon

Partners: University of Oxford

Principal Investigators:
Dr. Muhammad Meki

Associate Professor, University of Oxford

Dr. Abu Shonchoy

Associate Professor, Florida International University

Dr. M Mehrab Bakhtiar

Country Representative (Acting), International Food Policy
Research Institute (IFPRI)

Dr. Simon Quinn
Associate Professor, Imperial College Business School

Behavioral Interventions to Address Climate Change-Induced Saliniza-
tion in Bangladesh

Climate change has led to increasing salinity in coastal low-lying areas worldwide, with Bangladesh particularly
vulnerable due to its geographical proximity to the ocean and flat terrain. In collaboration with J-PAL K-CAl,
MOMODa FOUNDATION is undertaking an RCT study across three salinity-prone Upazilas in Khulna: Dighalia,
Terokhada, and Batiaghata.

Under the 'J-PAL Salinity Project, an eleven-day listing survey was recently completed from April 25, 2024, to
May 19, 2024. This survey involved training eight enumerators and one field supervisor, covering a total of 152
communities. Of these, 130 communities were surveyed, while 22 were inaccessible due to poor transportation.

Out of the surveyed communities, 112 were eligible (each having 10 or more households), while 18 communities
with fewer than 10 households were excluded. Currently, preparations are underway for the baseline survey,
scheduled to commence in July 2024, marking the next phase of the project's assessment and intervention.
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Sample Size: 1050 households Principal Investigators:

152 Community Covered

Type of Research: RCT Dr. Abu Shonchoy _ o
Stage of Research: Climate change, Salinity and Associate Professor, Florida International University
public health . . . . Dr. Saravana Ravindran

Partners: The King Climate Action Initiative Assistant Professor, National University of Singapore
(K-CAI) at MIT’s Abdul Latif

Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL) and Florida Dr. Nusrat Abedin Jimi

International University, USA. Visiting Assistant Professor, Vassar College

Transforming Households with Refraction and Innovative Financial
Technology

A randomized control trial (RCT) was implemented to investigate the impact of distributing complimentary read-
ing glasses to elderly individuals receiving government Old Age Allowance (OAA) and Widowed Allowance
(WA) payments in nine unions within the Kurigram district, Bangladesh. MOMODa FOUNDATION conducted a
follow-up survey to transform the lives of 568 recipients of old-age and widow allowances who received smart-
phones and eyeglasses. Supported by Queen's University Belfast, BRAC JPGSPH, Vision Spring, and LVPEI, this
effort is pivotal in narrowing the digital divide in rural areas while also improving participants' vision. The
program aims to improve financial inclusion, reduce travel burdens, and enhance security for elderly recipients.

This initiative marks a significant step toward inclusive growth and technological empowerment in rural Bang-
ladesh. The government's collaboration with tech innovators and financial institutions ensures the program's
scalability, aiming to reach more remote areas. By transforming lives and paving the way for broader digital
adoption, this effort highlights the potential for significant positive change in these communities.

Sample Size: For Screening 6251, For
the final Intervention 571

Type of Research: RCT

Stage of Research: Baseline Survey is
Ongoing for Main Intervention
Partners: Queen’s University Belfast

(QUB)

Principal Investigators:
Dr. Atonu Rabbani

Associate Professor, University of Dhaka

Dr. Abu Shonchoy

Associate Professor, Florida International University

Dr. Nathan Congdon

Professor, Queen’s University Belfast

Dr. Mackenzie Graeme
Senior Research Fellow, University of Oxford

Evaluating the Impacts of Providing Training and Access to a Digital Job
Platform to Domestic Workers in Bangladesh

In 2023, the MOMODa FOUNDATION, in partnership with the World Bank, initiated a baseline survey to
deepen the understanding of the well-being and employment prospects of domestic workers in Dhaka. These
workers, who received life skills training from Oxfam, are actively engaged in the job market through the
online platform Hello Task.
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Following the successful completion of a pilot survey, MOMODa FOUNDATION is conducting an endline survey
from April 2024. Endline survey will be completed This survey aims to assess the impact of life skills training and
evaluate the efficacy of online job platforms for domestic workers. The survey activities are concentrated in four

areas within Dhaka City: Badda, Khilgaon, Mirpur, and Mohammadpur.

Sample Size: 4446

Type of Research: RCT

Stage of Research: Endline Survey is ongoing
Partners: The World Bank (WB)

Principal Investigators:

Dr. Jean Nahrae Lee
Senior Economist, The World Bank

Dr. Anaise Marie Williams
Assistant Scientist, Johns Hopkins University

Dr. S Anukriti

Senior Economist, The World Bank

Dr. Siddharth Sharma
Lead Economist, The World Bank

Dr. Maurizio Bussolo
Lead economist, Chief Economist Office for South Asia

Digital Lab Access in Bangladesh

MOMODa FOUNDATION is spearheading the DLAB
project in Bangladesh, aimed at addressing learning
deficits exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic
through the effective use of digital labs. The initiative
involves assessing the impact of digital labs on student
self-learning and bridging educational gaps caused by
school closures. With 32 District Research Assistants
overseeing data collection and software installation in
466 schools across 32 Upazillas, the project has inspect-
ed 6,000 computers and installed monitoring software
on 3,433 machines to enhance educational delivery.

This comprehensive effort includes training for Head-
masters and Computer Lab Teachers, along with coor-
dination with Upazila Secondary Education Officers to
ensure smooth implementation. MOMODa FOUNDA-
TION's strategic approach also involves phone audits
with school Headmasters and aims to leverage existing
ICT infrastructure in schools - Sheikh Russel Digital
Lab (SRDL) and ICT Learning Centres (ILCs)- to expand
equitable access to educational technology, thereby
addressing the current learning crisis effectively and
sustainably.

Sample Size: 466 Schools

Type of Research: RCT

Stage of Research: Intervention

Partners: Singapore Management University

Bl MOMODa Projects "

Principal Investigators:
Dr. Abu Shonchoy

Associate Professor, Florida International University

Dr. Tomoki Fuji

Associate Professor, Singapore Management University

Dr. Christine Ho

Associate Professor, Singapore Management University

Dr. Rohan Ray

Research Fellow, National University of Singapore
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Exploring Farmers’ Preferences towards Crop Farming with
Low-Emission Cultivation Practices in Bangladesh

MOMODa FOUNDATION has partnered with ICIMOD, Nepal, on a groundbreaking research endeavor
focused on exploring farmers' preferences towards crop farming with low-emission cultivation practices in
Bangladesh. The project aims to encourage Bangladeshi farmers to adopt sustainable agricultural techniques
and develop strategies to mitigate greenhouse gas emissions from crop farming.

Currently in its preparatory phase, MOMODa plans to conduct Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) and Key
Informant Interviews (KIIs) in July 2024. Additionally, the project intends to carry out two rounds of quanti-
tative surveys using the surveyCTO platform, targeting 450 farmers in Sujanagar, Pabna. The baseline survey
is scheduled for July 2024, followed by the Endline survey in August 2025. Dr. Pallab Majumder and Hafiz
Igbal, the project's principal investigators, are providing invaluable support to MOMODa's team in achieving
the project's objectives.

Sample Size: 450 Principal Investigators:

Type of Research: RCT Dr. Pallab Majumder
Stage of Research: Preparatory stage Associate Professor, Florida International University
Partners: ICIMOD

Dr. Hafiz Igbal

Assistant Professor, Government Edward College, Pabna

Can Light-Touch Accelerator Programs Foster Business Performance?
Evidence from ICT Enterprises in Bangladesh

The study aims to identify the constraints on SME growth and productivity in low- and middle-income coun-
tries, focusing on why many SMEs fail to expand. The research addresses key questions about these
constraints and includes a multi-part survey involving SME founders, a webpage rating by MOMODa FOUN-
DATION, and a pitch video evaluation. MOMODa Foundation conducted a pilot study on 30 firms and later
executed four baseline surveys with sample sizes of 47, 49, 54, and 45 startups, respectively.

The final demo day of batch 4 occurred on June 8, 2024, with 14 startups, concluding the collaboration with
Startup Dhaka. MOMODa FOUNDATION began the endline survey for batch 1in May 2024 and is currently
surveying batch 2. The primary challenge has been securing startup participation, which the team addressed
by offering flexible interview schedules. This approach has maximized respondent participation in the
endline surveys.

Sample Size: 230 ICT-based startup firms

Type of Research: RCT

Stage of Research: Intervention, Baseline, Follow-up.
Partners: International Growth Centre (IGC)

Principal Investigators:
Dr. Namrata Kala
Associate Professor, MIT Sloan

Dr. Abu Shonchoy

Associate Professor, Florida International University

Dr. Gaurav Chiplunkar

Assistant Professor, University of Virginia

Dr. Israt Jahan

Assistant Professor, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
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Mainstreaming Impact Evaluation Methodologies, Approaches, and
Capacities in Selected DMCs, Subproject 2

The scarcity of underground water is a fundamental challenge in South Asian countries. This study examines
the cost-effectiveness of volumetric pricing compared to area-specific pricing through the use of Alternate
Wetting and Drying (AWD) for rice crops. The survey includes questionnaires for farm households, ward/set-
tlement, pump operators, and water management groups. The MOMODa team conducted a six-day training
in Dhaka, which included discussions, mock testing, and model tests. This was followed by a pretest in Feni
and a feedback session at Feni University. A pilot test was also conducted with senior supervisors to ensure a
comprehensive understanding of the survey.

The farmer survey, lasting around three hours per respondent, covers irrigation, agricultural production,
sales, household income and consumption, social networking, and cognitive social response. This is comple-
mented by community surveys on ward characteristics and surveys of water management groups and pump
operatorsin the same villages. The extensive training and testing ensure reliable data collection to analyze the
effectiveness of AWD and volumetric pricing in water conservation efforts.

Sample Size: 2,131 farmers, around 193 pump Principal Investigators:
operators, and 104 village Mr. David Anthony Raitzer
Type of Research: Impact Evaluation Project Officer, ADB

Stage of Research: Midline Survey Ongoing

Partners: Asian Development Bank (ADB) Odbayar Batmunkh

Consultant, ADB

Mohar Chaudhuri
Consultant, ADB
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15th EC Meeting held at MOMODa founda-
tion corporate office.

Principal Investigator of IDE-DEP Project
Dr. Abu Shonchoy, Associate Professor of
Florida International University conducts
a meeting with the adolescent girls of the
IDE-DEP project at Shaghata, and Gaiband-
ha Sadar at Gaibandha District.

Mohar Chaudhuri, Consultant of ADB, visited
MOMODa FOUNDATION on 1 June, 2024.
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Farhana Rahman Khan, Freelance trainer facilitat-
ed a delightful Seminar on "Effective Communica-
tion in Office" which is the most significant issue in
our corporate world.

Odbayar Batmunkh, ADB Consultant
visited MOMODa FOUNDATION on
14 July, 2024.

Dr Israt Jahan, Assistant Professor, University of Wiscon-
sin La Crosse, and Investigator of our Start-Up Dhaka
Project, visited MOMODa FOUNDATION's Corporate
Office.
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THRIFT Stakeholder Meeting" was held on 15 May at
the Corporate Office of MOMODa FOUNDATION. The
guest Prof. Dr. Atonu Rabbani, Professor, University of
Dhaka; Misha Mehzabin, Country Director, Vision-
Spring Bangladesh; Dr. Sonia Pant, Senior Lead, Global
Evaluation & Research, VisionSpring; Sushanta Sarkar
Subho, Monitoring & Evaluation Specialist, Vision-
Spring; Sharmin Shitol and Ishrat Binte Aftab,
Research Associate of Brac University; Md. Jasim
Uddin, Chairman of MOMODa FOUNDATION and Md
Enamul Haque, Executive Director, MOMODa FOUN-
DATION were present at the event.

Dr. Abu Shonchoy, Associate Professor of
Florida International University & Princi-
pal Investigator of our THRIFT Project
and Kamal Qadir, CEO of Bkash BD Ltd &
his team visited THRIFT project's field

Dr. Siddharth Sharm
World Bank visited MOMODa Foundation's
corporate office at 30 june, 2024.

visit in Kurigram district.

'

a, Lead Economist, The
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MOMODa
FOUNDATION

Corporate Office: Agrani Supreme (Flat # B/5), House # 89, Road # 8/A,
Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1209.

Gaibandha Project Office: House: 1144, PDB More (6 No Ward),
Master Para, Gaibandha-5700.

Kurigram Project office: Kosob Uddin Tower, Flat- (3rd Floor)
Trimohini Bazar, Khalilganj, Kurigram.

Khulna Project office: Ashraf Manijil, Flat D-2 (4th floor)
In Infront Jute Textile Mills (Rupsha Officers Quarter),
Deyara, Dighalia, Khulna.

& www.momodafoundation.org

© info@momodafoundation.org

Q momodanews.blogspot.com

€@ www.facebook.com/momodafoundation

@ www.linkedin.com/company/momodafoundation
® +880171159 04 16, +88-02-41022013




