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Do Factory Jobs Lift Workers Out of Poverty?
Professor Chris Blattman and Stefan Derconrecently wrote an op-ed in The New York Times(Click
here)about the unexpected results from a study
they worked in Ethiopia. These authors tested the
popular development narrative of how factory jobs
can help to bring workers out of poverty, but as
they explain: “Little did we anticipate that
everything we believed would turn out to be
wrong.” (Source: IPA)

Timing Payments for Crop Insurance in Kenya
MOMODa FOUNDATION
has been working in both
rural and urban Bangladesh since 2011. Our
services include Action
Research, Survey and
Analysis, Monitoring &
Evaluation, Project
Management, Training,
Capacity Building
Assistance, Research
Dissemination, Policy
Dialogue and Field Trip
Assistance. Since the
inception we are engaged
with world’s renowned
academic and research
institutions, universities
and funding partners with
active collaboration with
local public and private
organizations, national and
international organizations, donor communities
and NGOs.
We are excited to initiate
this monthly newsletter,
aiming to bridge the gap
between academics and
practitioners on issues
related to development
initiatives and narrative
keeping the focus on
Bangladesh with a global
outlook. This newsletter
will also be an eﬀective
means to let our friends,
partners and network to
showcase about our
various activities
throughout the year. I wish
this newsletter a great
success.

Editor
Md. Sujan Uddin

Farming is risky: a drought, bad harvest, or dip in
crop prices can leave small-scale farmers without
much-needed income. While agricultural insurance
could mitigate these risks, insurance has typically
been unsuccessful because farmers have chosen
not to buy it. A recent study (click here) in Kenya
found that farmers were 67 percentage points
more likely to buy insurance when they could
purchase it at planting time but pay at harvest time,
several months later. A 30 percent discount had no
eﬀect on demand, however, suggesting appropriate
timing may be more eﬀective than subsidies in
encouraging uptake of farm insurance.(Source: IPA)

Climate Change and Financial Inclusion
Climate change-induced natural disasters aﬀect an
estimated 230 million people worldwide. Droughts,
ﬂooding, pollution, and other weather events are
especially threatening in developing countries,
which have limited capacity to cope. Within those
countries, the poor and marginalized are the most
vulnerable. This brief (click here) summarizes
existing evidence on ways in which ﬁnancial
services can help the poor build their resilience and
mitigate the risks associated with climate change,
as well as reduce contributions to climate change.
The brief also highlights several opportunities for
innovative research to discover solutions to these
formidable challenges.(Source: IPA)

Mobile phone based platform promotes hygiene practices : A Case Discussion
Nargis Khatun is a participant of Hand Washing in Bangladesh (HIB) project which is being funded by National
Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS). This is an
experimental intervention is jointly conducted by Dr. Abu
Shonchoy, Dr. Resmaan Hussam and Dr. Chikako Yamauchi.
The intervention is intended to imply mobile phone
based platform to enable people to view digital contents
of hygiene related awareness information in the midst of
their desired entertainment videos directly on their
mobile phones-in the form of cartoons, adverts, dramas
and clippings. Nargis Khatun is a housewife and currently 25 years old, who lives
with her husband and two children’s at Talukjamira, a village of Gaibandha
District. Her husband is a bicycle mechanic who works nearby bazaar of the
residence.
She came to know one day that, some staffs from MOMODa FOUNDATION was
looking for interested households to be part of the experiment. Afterwards, she
became interested and was being enlisted as eligible participants considering
the eligibility criteria. Then she received a sensor equipped dispensers that can
log when and how often the dispenser is used and a Mobile hand set to enable
them to view digital contents of hygiene related awareness information. After
she became knowledgeable and conversant about the process of using the
given dispenser and after watching digital contents of hygiene related
awareness information on their mobile phone, she left earlier hygiene habits like
using only water, ash or soil and hands rubbing in the ground. Earlier process of
hand washing was so unwholesome and ineffectual that came to realize after
taking in the current process of hand washing by soap dispenser. The process is
now considered as very easy and cost effective from her point of view. She
claimed that she was reluctant or even unknown about hygiene habits which
results family members affected by diarrheal diseases and other water borne
diseases. Her family members are now greatly inspired to use this soap dispenser regular after toilet or before and after taking meals and after doing other
household chores. The newly promoted hygiene habits helped them in
reduction of diarrheal diseases and other water borne diseases. Family members
are now less likely affected by diarrheal diseases in compared with earlier state
they were used to rinsing or rubbing hands on the ground after toilet and before
taking meal. In general, hand washing practice was so poor in the vicinity due to
lack of sufficient hygiene related information and methods. This research is
helping us to understand whether habit can be formed with the use of audio-visual media under mobile platform and how this habit can be improve the
livelihood of the poor people who traditionally have very limited knowledge of
correct hygiene practices.

MOMODa Events

Solar Boat Charge project has been begun it’s production phase World Bank Economic Review (WBER) has
MOMODa FOUNDApublished one of Foundation’s papers

TION in collaboration
with
Southampton
University UK and
Gana Unnayan Kendra
(GUK),
Gaibandha
Bangladesh
started
Solar Boat charged
Project to replace the
kerosene lantern as
the lighting source in
un-electriﬁed
char
households. 800 WP
solar panel has been
installed on the roof of
a boat. The solar panel has been installed with 120 Ah, 12V batterry, charge
controller and convertor from which every day 60 power box is charging which is
being distrbuted to the char households for lighting their households and
charging mobile phones. Dr. Abu Shonchoy, Adjunct Assistant Professor, University of Tokyo along with Dr.Tasmiat Rahaman, Research Fellow, University of
Southampton and Mr. Enamul Haque, Director, Business and Development,
MOMODa FOUNDATION took the initiative on hand on late December, 2016.

momodafoundation@gmail.com

World Bank Economic Review (WBER) is the
leading development journal, who has
published one of our papers recently. It is
excerpted from one of FOUNDATION’s
implemented project named “The Demand for
and the Impact of Solar Lantern in Northern
Bangladesh”. The experimental intervention
was done in unelectrﬁed areas in northern
Bangladesh and has started its journey from
2013. The experiment was aimed to investigate
the eﬀectiveness of solar products in improving
children’s educational achievement. Employing
an RCT set-up, the research objective was to
improve the understanding of the direct causal
impact of access to solar lantern on various
outcomes both at the household level and at
the individual level. The paper found rather
negative impact of solar lamp on exam scores of
the treated children and a diminutive improvement in health outcomes.
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